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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1. This advice note has been prepared by Tyler Grange Group Ltd (TG) on behalf of Rainier 

Developments Limited at the request of Aerodrome Safeguarding, on behalf of Gatwick Airport 
Limited. As the site is within 3.86km from Gatwick Airport boundary it is within the 13km 
safeguarding area with reference to bird hazards and therefore presents potential for birds to 
be using the new development must be reviewed. 
 

1.2. This note provides advisory information on the potential for birds within the proposed 
development at MOKA Nightclub (hereafter referred to as ‘the site’). It discusses the likelihood 
of birds using the proposed development site, methods that can be used to disperse them and 
management of habitats on site to reduce the likelihood of birds being present. It cannot 
comment on the likelihood of and/or methods used to reduce the likelihood of bird strike on 
planes. 
 
• Site address: Moka Nightclub Site, Station Way, Crawley, RH10 1JA 
• Gatwick Airport Ref No: LGW3764 

 
1.3. The advice note has been prepared in accordance with ‘Safeguarding of Aerodromes, Advice 

Note 3, Wildlife Hazard around Aerodromes1’. 
 
2.0 Proposed Building Design and Landscape Planning 
 
2.1. The proposed site sits on 0.4ha of land within the centre of Crawley, directly adjacent to a 

railway line. The proposed building and landscaping are as follows; the erection of a multi-
storey (part 9, part 11 storey) building containing both residential and commercial units, hard 
and soft landscaping, including a publicly accessible pocket garden and private roof garden. 

 
2.2. The site will also contain some retained features; such as scattered scrub and trees along its 

eastern boundary. The proposed development is not currently composed of/or will be 
composed of potential habitats (waterbodies, large areas of woodland/grassland/scrub) that 
would provide sufficient habitat for large numbers of birds to utilise. 
 

3.0 Potential Hazards and Hazard Assessment 
 
3.1. The proposed building (roof and ledges) and landscaping (pocket garden, roof garden and 

additional planting) present potential hazards that may attract bird species to the site, although 
given the small size of the site and the limited areas of planting that are proposed, this potential 
hazard is limited (See design document: ALA523PB05 A Stage 3 design development). 

 
1 Airports Operations Association, (2016). Safeguarding of Aerodromes, Advice Note 3, Wildlife Hazards around Aerodromes. 
https://www.aoa.org.uk/policy-campaigns/operations-safety/ 
 

https://www.aoa.org.uk/policy-campaigns/operations-safety/
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3.2. Potential species attracted to the site of concern to Aerodrome Safeguarding are gulls. 
 
3.3. The roof of the proposed development is flat and therefore may attract bird species particularly 

gulls and feral pigeons. Therefore, to reduce the likelihood of birds using the site a 
management strategy should be undertaken (see section 5.0 of this document for details). 
 

3.4. The proposed landscaping: pocket park, roof garden and further landscaping contains planting 
of 15 new trees, and small shrubs and flowering plants in planters, all of which may attract 
bird species. Species that are highly likely to attract bird species; such as fruiting trees and 
berry bushes are not to be used within the landscape planting scheme. 

 
3.5. The kitchen garden planting within the terrace garden, is limited to herb species such as 

Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis  and is therefore  unlikely to attract any groups of birds. 
 
3.6. The landscape proposal for all three sections of planting contain small shrubs and flowering 

species, which  are likely to only attract very small numbers of passerine bird species and 
therefore will not likely present hazard. 

 
3.7. The 10 retained mature trees and proposed 15 newly planted trees within the site present a 

risk of being used for roosting and nesting by bird species. Regular management (see section 
5.0 of this document) of these trees should be undertaken to ensure the trees do not become 
overgrown which will reduce their suitability to house large numbers of bird species. 
 

4.0 Legislation 
 
4.1. Breeding bird species which are protected by law are primarily listed under the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006. These are the species found in 
England which have been identified as requiring action under the UK BAP. All local public 
authorities in England and Wales have a duty to promote and enhance biodiversity in all of 
their functions. 
 

4.2. The bird nesting season is not defined in law, but is generally taken as March to August, 
inclusive, though birds can nest outside of this period. 
 

4.3. The Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended) Schedule 1 lists bird species 
which are protected against disturbance at or near an ‘active’ nest.  

 
5.0 Advisory Information 
 
5.1. Weekly bird checks of the roof, solar panels and site landscaping; as per best practise 

guidance1, or sooner if bird activity dictates, will be undertaken during the breeding bird season 
by an appointed and suitability qualified person and/or company. Any gulls identified on the 
roof/landscaping will be dispersed. 
 

5.2. The need for a weekly check can be reviewed if it found that there is constantly no bird activity 
during the weekly check. However, Gatwick Airport Limited should be consulted before 
number of checks is reduced. 
 

5.3. Bird checks will also be made regularly, as per best practise guidance1, outside of the breeding 
bird season to ensure birds are not using the site or roost and/or loafing. Any gulls identified 
will be dispersed. 
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5.4. Should removal of the nest be required, a suitable licence (if appropriate) should be acquired 

from Natural England before any disturbance takes place, as nesting birds with potentially 
active nests are protected from disturbance under the WCA 1981 (as amended). 

 
5.5. A log should be kept that will detail the following: 

• Date and times of inspection; 
• The person carrying out he inspection and their credentials; 
• Numbers of individuals, species and activity seen (if any); and 
• This log should be available to Gatwick Airfield Operations to view upon request. 

5.6. Potential methods for disperse/prevent birds using the site may include: 

• Falconry; 
• Netting; 
• Bird spikes; 
• Electronic alarm or distress call generators; or 
• Bird effigies/kites (such as owls or hawks). 

5.7. Potential management practises to reduce the number of bird species that may potentially 
use the site include: 

• Netting of exposed features such as roof or any overhangs on proposed building; 
• Regular waste management; including bin collection and litter picking; and 
• Regular management (pruning/trimming/cutting) of the trees and shrubs.  

5.8. The management plan shall be subject to review to reflect changes in habitat or populations 
of bird species. Should the airport deem it necessary, a meeting between Gatwick Airport 
Limited, the applicant and/or Crawley Borough Council, will be convened at the earliest 
opportunity to discuss and agree any changes which may be necessary. 
 

5.9. Gatwick Airport Limited or their nominated representatives will be allowed access to the site 
by prior arrangement, to evaluate the success of the Management Plan and to review any 
remaining bird strike hazard. 

 
5.10. This Management Plan will remain enforceable by Gatwick Airport Limited, Crawley Borough 

Council, the CAA or any successor to these bodies throughout the existence of the buildings. 
These obligations will be passed to any subsequent owners/operators of these buildings and 
land. 

6.0 Conclusion 
 

6.1. It is unlikely that large number of birds will be active within the proposed development, during 
both construction and operational phases. This is due to the small size of the site and the 
limited habitats present. However, regular management and checks should be undertaken, as 
outlined above, in order to reduce the risk of birds using the site. 

 
6.2. It is advised that checks of the site for birds are undertaken both within and outside of the 

‘breeding bird’ season’ and that a log is kept of all checks. The frequency of these checks can 
be reviewed if a constantly negative result is found. 
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6.3. Should an active nest require removal, a license should be acquired from Natural England 
before removal is undertaken. 

 

The contents of this report are valid at the time of writing.  Tyler Grange shall not be liable for any use of this report other than 
for the purposes for which it was produced. Owing to the dynamic nature of ecological, landscape, and arboricultural resources, 
if more than twelve months have elapsed since the date of this report, further advice must be taken before you rely on the 
contents of this report.  Notwithstanding any provision of the Tyler Grange Terms & Conditions, Tyler Grange shall not be liable 
for any losses (howsoever incurred) arising as a result of reliance by the client or any third party on this report more than twelve 
months after the date of this report. 


