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Colour to define home

Colour to express  individuality

Colour to add varietyColour to delineate

Colour to define threshold

5.6  ELEVATION COLOUR USE

In parallel with our studies of the threshold and the homes 

relationship to the public realm, we have also considered 

the positive effects colour can have on housing.  As part 

of the overall composition, colour can express individuality 

from the small-scale, in elements such as the front door, 

to the medium scale as a method of definition among a 

terrace and on a contextual scale to promote presence.  

Colour to individualise:

In the local context where large amounts of the housing 

stock is similar and remains unaltered, people often use 

colour to express individuality and personalise their 

homes  on elements such as doors and porches. This 

form of self-expression adds vibrancy and character to 

communities. Examples of this are shown across from the 

Croydon context and elsewhere.

Colour to define:

Colour has long been used in building to create identity 

and define a sense of home. Particularly amongst 

repetitive  elements such as terraces, it can add definition 

and variety.

Colour to provide presence:

To allow the entrance to have presence on the main 

street-scape it is possible to use colour for identification. 

By using contrast we can add focus and interest.

Next we will look at how these ideas will be more 

specifically used for Eagle Hill.

5.0 PROPOSALS
5.6 ELEVATION COLOUR USE 
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5.8 COLOUR CONCEPT

In our proposals the first floor and roof is expressed as an 

extruded form, with cuts in to form amenity spaces. 

Every unit has a sense of identity within the larger whole, 

different tones of aluminium panels are used around the 

entrances of each unit to define each flat and give it an identity. 

This will aid with way-finding and offer a sense of variation not 

normally present in repetitive housing.

The upper level and roof uses different tones of zinc cladding, 

again defining each individual unit. 

Vulnerable areas such as next to the stair are clad in brick. A 

brick plinth continues along the bottom of the access elevations 

as a robust base material which connects the flats and the 

amenity spaces. 

1F unit

At the ground floor each unit is expressed using a different tone of aluminium cladding.

At the first floor each unit is expressed using a different tone of zinc cladding.

This variation gives every unit a sense of individuality 

5.0 PROPOSALS
                                                    5.7 COLOUR CONCEPT

Each unit is expressed with different tones of cladding

Entrance colour concept_ First floor entry route

Site colour concept

Entrance colour concept_Ground floor entry route

Each unit is expressed with different tones of cladding

1F unit

1F unit

1F unit

GF unit

GF unit

GF unit

GF unitBACKLAND SITE:
CONTRASTING 
COLOURS

IDENTITY THROUGH CONTRAST ALONG LENGTH
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Material key:

1:   Standing Seam Zinc

2: Through coloured fibre cement panels

3:  RAL coloured PPC  aluminium composite 

windows, door frames

4: RAL coloured PPC rainscreen

5: Brickwork

6: Selected RAL colours

1

3 42

5.8  MATERIAL AND COLOUR PALETTE

During the progression of the design we have narrowed 

our focus to select a palette of materials  that are suitably 

robust, durable and will not degrade over time.

We have focused on a few  materials with  a range of colour 

options as standard and that will not require re-painting 

or maintenance, preforming better in the life cycle cost 

whilst maintaining quality.

The materials and the colours we have selected are shown 

across.

Next we will look at how they are applied to the 

architectural elements.

5.0 PROPOSALS
5.8 MATERIAL AND COLOUR PALETTE

5
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5.0 PROPOSALS
5.9 APPLICATION AND MASSING

5.9 APPLICATION AND MASSING_ GROUND FLOOR

The diagram opposite shows how these materials are applied 

to the different architectural elements of the scheme.

Typically the ground floor is expressed as a series of 

aluminium panels above which sits the zinc clad first floor, 

separated by a clerestory.

We have specifically chosen zinc and aluminium for their 

reflective quality, which will help activate the façades.

Aluminium

Wall Panel, Doors & Windows 

Fence

Upper Volume 

Standing seam zinc

Brick

Plinth
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Aluminium

Wall Panel, Doors & Windows 

5.0 PROPOSALS
5.9 APPLICATION AND MASSING

Exposed lower gable walls

Brick

Brick

Plinth

Upper Volume 

Standing seam zinc

5.9 APPLICATION AND MASSING

The diagram opposite shows how these materials are applied 

to the different architectural elements of the scheme.

Typically the first floor is expressed as a series of aluminium 

panels above which sit the zinc clad upper volumes, separated 

by a clerestory. 

We have specifically chosen zinc and aluminium for their 

reflective quality, which will help activate the façades.

A full set of elevations designating all the materials of the 

scheme follows next.

Fence
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5.10 ELEVATIONS

The drawings opposite show the application of 

the colour and the material specification.

Key:

5.0 PROPOSALS
                                                    5.10 ELEVATIONS

North elevation

South elevation

RAL coloured metal fence to match window frame

First floor

Ground floor
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07

Larch timber cladding
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5.0 PROPOSALS
                                                    5.10 ELEVATIONS

5.10 ELEVATIONS

The drawings opposite show the application of 

the colour and the material specification.

Key:

North elevation

South elevation

Ground floor

RAL coloured metal fence to match window frame

01

03

04

06

01

05

07

06

010807

Larch timber cladding

07

Ground floor
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1: Contrasting Resin Gravel

5: Private Spaces - Enclosed rear courtyards

5.11 LANDSCAPE PRINCIPLES

The flats are accessed from 2 pedestrian mews-type routes. 
Kitchen windows overlook this space to enable a neighbourly, 
secure character. 

A strip of soft landscaping is provided against the boundary 
wall of each to allow climbing plants to grow up this wall while 
providing a modest maintenance requirement.

Private courtyard gardens/ terraces sit on both the south and 
north sides of the units, connected to both the living rooms and 
bedrooms.  The north garden of unit type F7 and the southern 
terrace of unit F8 have spaces for rain gardens that collect 
rainwater from the adjacent roof and  provide planters as part of 
the drainage strategy.
 
In addition to lighting to the entrance of each house, lighting 
will be provided to the common areas to improve the sense of 
security to the place, whilst being mindful of the light impacts 
on neighbouring residents. 

A detail landscape plan follows on the next page.

2: Rain gardens

4: Climbing plants

Planting with framework to cover a 

wall

3: Planted strip
5

5.0 PROPOSALS
5.11 LANDSCAPE PRINCIPLES

3/ 4

21

Landscape Elements

5
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5.0 PROPOSALS
5.12 LANDSCAPE 
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5.0 PROPOSALS
5.12 LANDSCAPE 

Landscape Plan_First Floor Plan
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5.0 PROPOSALS
5.13 CONTEXT VISUALS 

View of the proposals looking east across Eagle Hill
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5.0 PROPOSALS
5.13 CONTEXT VISUALS 

View of the proposals looking south east across Eagle Hill
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6.1 Transport Strategy

6.2 Tree Survey

6.3 Daylight / Sunlight Assessment

6.0 STRATEGIES
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6.0 STRATEGIES
6.1 TRANSPORT STATEMENT

6.1 TRANSPORT STRATEGY

A separate transport strategy statement has been prepared by 
Arcadis and accompanies this application.   

The document suggests that the proposals align with current 
policy and provides justification for the scheme. 
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6.0 STRATEGIES
6.2 TREE SURVEY

6.2 TREE SURVEY

A separate arboricultural report has been prepared by Arcadis 
and accompanies this application.  

The report outlines the effect of the proposals on the existing 
arboricultural elements and where pruning is required, it 
suggests mitigation providing an overall enhancement in 
biodiversity terms.
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6.1  DAYLIGHT / SUNLIGHT ASSESSMENT

A separate Daylight/ Sunlight report has been prepared by GIA 
to accompany this application.   

It outlines the key findings from their examination of the 
proposals on the surrounding area and suggests there are no 
adverse impacts to the adjacent residential properties.

6.0 STRATEGIES
6.3 DAYLIGHT / SUNLIGHT ASSESSMENT
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7.1 Sustainability Statement

7.2 Sustainable Urban Drainage

7.0 SUSTAINABILITY
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7.0 SUSTAINABILITY
7.1  SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT

7.1  SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT

A separate sustainability statement has been prepared by 
Arcadis and accompanies this application.   

The report outlines the approach to achieve the following key 
principles of the scheme:

• Provide a 19% reduction in CO2 beyond building regulation.

• Use modern methods of construction to reduce waste and 
provide an efficient use of the materials.

• Provide a net gain in biodiversity for the site. 

• Incorporate a drainage strategy as part of the architectural 
solution.

A outline of the SuDS strategy follows next.
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7.0 SUSTAINABILITY
7. 2 SUSTAINABLE URBAN DRAINAGE

7.2  SUSTAINABLE URBAN DRAINAGE

A separate sustainable urban drainage report has been prepared 
by Arcadis and accompanies this application.   

It describes the use of permeable surfaces, rain gardens and 
tanked reservoirs as part of our sustainable urban drainage 
strategy.
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8.0 ACCESS AND SECURITY
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Ground floor access diagram
KEY:

Main pedestrian and vehicle access to site

Main street - Eagle Hill 

Level access threshold to house entrance

Waste stores

12no. Cycle storage per house

Secure entry pedestrian gate

8.0 ACCESS AND SECURITY

8.0 ACCESS AND SECURITY

Access:
 As our proposals are below the 10 units required to necessitate 
a M4(3) dwelling type, all our units are designed to the minimum 
standard of M4(2). 

Compliance plans are provided within the drawing pack with the 
basic site access strategy shown across. 

The entrance forecourt forms a flat space off the steeply-
sloping road at Eagle Hill to facilitate disabled access.

Providing lift access to the four upper level flats would not be 
viable so these are reached by an external stair only. 

Security:
The National Planning Practice Guidance states that designing 
out crime and designing in community safety should be central 
to the planning and delivery of new development. 

To provide guidelines with which this can be achieved the police 
have created an initiative ‘Secured by Design’ to encourage 
those engaged within the specification, design and build of new 
homes to adopt crime prevention measures.

These guidelines are composed of 3 parts:
• Section 1: Site layouts and access 
• Section 2: Protection at point of access
• Section 3: Guidelines for gold standard accreditation

It is the intention of this scheme to incorporate the standards of 
SBD 2016.

An Architectural design liaison officer, Fiona Baker of the 
Metropolitan Police Service has been appointed to liaise with 
the design team on this compliance and this will develop 
throughout the course of the project to ultimately provide an 
accreditation. 

Entry into the site is through a secure pedestrian gate.   Low 
voltage lighting will illuminate the entry gate, with lighting on 
sensors placed on the secure side of the gate illuminating the 
path from the entry gate to the front doors of the units.  

Access to the first floor units

Substation

Meter cupboards
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9.0 SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
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9.0 SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS

The proposals for Eagle hill form part of this exciting wider 
master-plan targeting 50% affordable housing, revitalising 
underused sites with efficient, high-quality housing.

Our proposals have evolved from a thorough analysis of the site, 
its existing context and through engagement with the planners 
and local community.  We have focused on the rejuvenation of 
this unused site, replacing the existing tarmac and garages with 
8 new high quality flats with upgraded boundary and landscape 
treatments.

To achieve this, we have developed particular flat typologies 
which deal with overlooking and privacy issues. We have also 
undergone full daylight and sunlight analysis to ensure the 
proposals carefully stitch themselves into the surrounding 
massing without detracting from existing rights of light.

We have undertaken full transport and parking assessments to 
ensure that the additional density is appropriate and measured 
in relation to the surrounding context, providing on-site parking 
in accordance with the council’s guidelines.  

Our proposals provides security and identity to what is 
currently a site with no surveillance.  The proposals act as a 
positive addition to the community.   

9.0 SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS
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