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1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of The Centre 

for Applied Archaeology at the Institute of Archaeology, University 
College London, has been commissioned by Faithful+Gould to 
undertake a programme of archaeological work at land south of Nos. 
25-39 Drovers Road, CR2 6PR, Borough of Croydon (Figure 1, NGR 
TQ 3261 6415). 
 

1.2 The site comprises a sub-rectangular plot of land currently used as a 
tarmacked parking area, and is bound by residential properties to the 
north, south, east and west.  The site lies in approximately 1.5km south 
of the historic core of Croydon, and is situated within the London to 
Brighton Roman Road Archaeological Priority Area.  
 

1.3 Planning permission has been granted by London Borough of Croydon 
(Ref. No.: 16/06276/FUL) for the erection of a three-storey building 
comprising nine one-bedroom flats together with provision of car 
parking, landscaping and other associated works. Condition 16 of the 
decision states: 
 

16  No demolition below ground level or development shall take place 
until a Stage 1 written scheme of investigation (WSI) has been 
submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing. 
For land that is included within the WSI, no demolition below ground 
level or development shall take place other than in accordance with 
the agreed WSI, and the programme and methodology of site 
evaluation and the nomination of a competent person(s) or 
organisation to undertake the agreed works. If heritage assets of 
archaeological interest are identified by Stage 1 then for those parts of 
the site which have archaeological interest a Stage 2 WSI shall be 
submitted to and approved by the local planning authority in writing. 
For land that is included within the stage 2 WSI, no demolition below 
ground level /development shall take place other than in accordance 
with the agreed stage 2 WSI which shall include: 

 
A.  The statement of significance and research objectives, the 

programme and methodology of site investigation and recording and 
the nomination of a competent person(s) or organisation to undertake 
the agreed works 

 
B.  The programme for post-investigation assessment and subsequent 

analysis, publication & dissemination and deposition of resulting 
material. This part of the condition shall not be discharged until these 
elements have been fulfilled in accordance with the programme set 
out in the stage 2 WSI. 
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Reason: The site is of high archaeological potential and it is important to 
ensure that any archaeological remains are not damaged in in 
accordance with Policy 7.8 of the London Plan (Consolidated with 
Alterations Since 2011) and Policy SP4.13 of the Croydon Local Plan: 
Strategic Policies (CLP1) 2013. 

 
1.4 An Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Arcadis, 2016) has 

highlighted a high potential for the survival of Roman, medieval and 
post-medieval archaeology on the site. 

 
1.5 This document is a Written Scheme of Investigation for the Stage 1 

archaeological evaluation of the site. In the event that this evaluation 
identifies archaeological remains worthy of mitigation measures then 
subsequent phase(s) of archaeological investigation may be required. 
Any such work would be covered by a separate Written Scheme of 
Investigation (the Stage 2 WSI referred to in the condition) submitted 
to, and approved by, the Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service 
(GLAAS). 
 

1.6 All works will be carried out in accordance with the CIfA standards and 
guidance (CIfA 2014a, b and c) and the Greater London Archaeology 
Advisory Service (GLAAS) Standards for Archaeological Work (2015). 
Any variations to the scope of work will be agreed with Faithful+Gould 
and GLAAS archaeology advisor prior to implementation. 
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2.0  Archaeological Background  
2.0.1 The following geological and archaeological background is drawn from 

the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (Arcadis, 2016) and is not 
repeated in full here. For a full background refer to that document. 

 
2.1 Geology and Topology 
2.1.1 The site is situated on an underlying geology of Cretaceous Lewes 

Nodular Chalk Formation, Seaford Chalk Formation and Newhaven 
Chalk Formation. These underlying deposits are overlain by superficial 
deposits of sand and gravel of the Hackney Gravel Member (BGS, 
2017) 
 

2.1.2 The Site lies approximately 1.5km south-east of Croydon. The site is 
relatively level and tarmacked, and is currently in use for parking. 
 

2.2 Prehistory 
2.2.1 No Palaeolithic sites lie within the Site. Evidence of Palaeolithic 

occupation and related environmental evidence in Surrey, of which 
Croydon was formerly a part, has been recorded principally in the form 
of stone artefacts and faunal remains. Major concentrations are located 
on the terrace gravels of the River Wey near Farnham together with 
surface finds on the North Downs around Banstead, Kingswood, 
Walton-on-the Hill and a scatter of findspots around the head of the 
Wandle. 

 
2.2.2 More widely in Croydon, Palaeolithic hand axes have been discovered 

at Palace View, Wilmot Road, Park Lane, Wandle Park and Pollards 
Hill and a woolly mammoth tusk was recorded at Waddon New Road to 
the east of Wandle Park. Wymer describes the Palaeolithic potential for 
the Croydon area as comprising ‘a very thin scatter of stray finds’. 
 

2.2.3 The HER records no Mesolithic finds within the Site although there 
have been Mesolithic flints found within the vicinity both to the north 
and south.  

 
2.2.4 Within the vicinity of the site unstratified Bronze Age flint flakes and a 

colluvial layer were recorded at an evaluation at Whitgift School located 
approximately 450m southwest of the site. Clearance of the landscape 
continued into the succeeding Bronze Age when evidence for the 
formation of field systems and grassland becomes evident. A relatively 
large amount of Bronze Age material is recorded in the Croydon area 
including a concentration of Late Bronze Age hoards on the North 
Downs Dip Slope. 
 

2.2.5 There are relatively few Iron Age Sites across London as a whole, 
although this may be a reflection of the preservation of features of the 
period in built up areas. However, it has been suggested that Fairfield 
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Road and Duppas Hill Road to the north of the site follow the line of an 
Iron Age trackway. 

 
2.2.6 A prehistoric structure is recorded on the HER as being found at 15-17 

Brighton Road during an archaeological evaluation. A pre-Roman 
trackway to the Sussex Iron Field is recorded on the HER at Croham 
Road, located approximately 325m to the north of the Site. An undated 
worked flint is recorded in the HER at the Whitgift School evaluation 
located approximately 450m southwest of the Site. 
 

2.3 Roman 
2.3.1 There are no artefacts or activity of Roman date recorded by the HER 

from within the Site. 
 

2.3.2 Within the vicinity, a Roman coin hoard, as well as two parallel ditches 
and a pit were recorded during the evaluation of 15-17 Brighton Road. 
Roman coins and coin hoards dating to Carausius and Domitian and 
five Roman bowls were found at South Croydon located approximately 
425m south-east of the Site. Another Roman coin hoard is recorded by 
the HER at South End, Croydon, during drainage works, located 
approximately 500m to the north-west of the Site. 
 

2.3.3 Relatively little is known about the nature of Roman Croydon although 
it is likely to have lain on the road from London to Portslade near 
Brighton and it may have been one of a number of small nucleated 
settlements in the London hinterland located along the major roads 
leading into the city. Settlement remains including pottery, coins and 
human remains suggest a sizable settlement focused near Park Street 
and George Street in the south-east part of the town centre. Margary 
suggests that the Roman road followed the route of London Road 
through Croydon, and although the route is disputed, this alignment 
has been defined as an Archaeological Priority Area. The large Roman 
villa of Beddington lies some 2km to the west of the town centre. 
Roman coin hoards have been discovered at Park Street, Pitlake and 
Waddon Road. 
 

2.4 Early medieval  
2.4.1 Within the vicinity of the site early medieval pottery was found at 20 

Haling Park Road located approximately 475m to the north-west of the 
Site. 

 
2.4.2 The name Croydon is derived from the Saxon Crogedrma (AD809), 

believed to mean the 'valley where wild saffron [crocus] grows' (Institute 
of Place-Names database). The parish of Croydon originally lay within 
the Wallington hundred, a division of the county of Surrey. In the middle 
Saxon period, Croydon lay at the heart of, and was probably the 
administrative centre of, the great estate of the Archbishops of 
Canterbury which extended from the Thames to the Sussex border. A 
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reference from 809AD refers to a 'monasterium' or minster the limits of 
which may be preserved by the curve of Old Town and Church Street 
on low lying ground near the parish church and manor house. 

 
2.5 Medieval 
2.5.1 The HER records no heritage assets from the medieval period within 

the Site. 
 
2.5.2 Medieval pottery and ceramic building material was recorded during the 

15-17 Brighton Road evaluation located approximately 75m to the north 
of the Site. 

 
2.5.3 The medieval manorial estate of Haling Park, and its associated 

medieval to post-medieval house and gardens are recorded 
approximately 125m to the west of the Site, and it is now the site of the 
grounds of Whitgift School which were landscaped in the 19th century. 

 
2.5.4 A medieval to 19th century farmhouse is also recorded on Croham 

Road, approximately 400m east of the Site. 
 
2.5.5 Croydon appears in the Domesday Book (1086) as Croindene, held by 

Archbishop Lanfranc. Its Domesday assets were: 16 hides and 1 
virgate; 1 church, 1 mill worth 5s, 38 ploughs, 8 acres (32,000m2) of 
meadow, woodland worth 200 hogs. During the medieval period, 
Croydon developed as a planned town, centred on the Archbishops 
Palace and became a town of considerable importance. In 1276 
Archbishop Robert Kilwardby acquired a charter for a weekly market, 
and this probably marks the foundation of Croydon as an urban centre. 
The church listed in Domesday Book appears to have existed in 
Croydon from at least 960AD, although the present foundation dates 
from the 12th century, with later additions. 

 
2.5.6 Excavations have provided evidence of surviving medieval stratification 

within the town centre, and archaeological evidence exists for several 
industries including metalworking and the textile industry. From the late 
13th century onwards, the town had a degree of self-government 
through a town court or portmote, and a form of free tenure of property, 
equal in status to a borough. The boundaries of this governance were 
defined by markers known as the "four crosses". Extensive 
archaeological evidence of medieval habitation and activity has been 
found in the historic centre of Croydon which lies beyond the site. 
Croydon's main industry in the medieval period was the production of 
charcoal from the extensive woodlands surrounding the town, 
supplying industry both in London and the Weald. 

 
2.6 Post-medieval 
2.6.1 Within There are no heritage assets recorded within the Site by the 

HER. 
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2.6.2 A post-medieval cultivation soil and a post-medieval structure were 

recorded at the 15-17 Brighton Road evaluation, approximately 75m to 
the north of the Site. 

 
2.6.3 The former route of the Croydon, Merstham and Godstone (CMG) Iron 

railway runs north to south through the site, following the alignment of 
the A235 Brighton Road, and at its closest point is located 
approximately 125m to the west of the Site. 
 

2.6.4 A post-medieval ditch, path and made ground was recorded at Whitgift 
House, approximately 175m to the south-west of the Site. A post-
medieval ditch was recorded at Croham Road, approximately 300m 
east of the Site. A post-medieval tollgate is recorded on the HER at the 
Brighton Road junction, located approximately 375m to the north-west 
of the Site. 
 

2.6.5 The mid-18th century Blunt House, at the junction of South End and 
Ledbury Road, is located approximately 400m north of the Site. 
 

2.6.6 A medieval to post-medieval manor house is recorded by the HER at 
Old Town, located approximately 425m to the north-west of the Site. 
 

2.6.7 Post-medieval pottery and clay pipe fragments were found at 20 Haling 
Park Road located approximately 475m to the south-west of the Site. A 
post-medieval quarry pit is recorded on the HER at 22 Haling Park 
Road, located approximately 500m to the north-west of the Site. 
Another quarry pit is recorded 500m to the south-west of the Site. 
 

2.6.8 As woodlands became depleted and new methods of iron smelting 
were adopted, Croydon's charcoal industry declined but the town 
remained important for its market and the supply of grain to London. 
The town was still some distance from London and separated from the 
city by the Great North Wood (now Norwood) on a ridge of London Clay 
in the north of the parish. 
 

2.6.9 At the beginning of the 19th century, Croydon became the terminus of 
two commercial transport links with London. The first, opened in 1803, 
was the horse-drawn Surrey Iron Railway from Wandsworth, which in 
1805 was extended to Merstham, as the Croydon, Merstham and 
Godstone Railway (see above). This was the first public railway in the 
world and was used only for freight. The Croydon Canal opened in 
1809 crossing several miles of quiet countryside to join the Grand 
Surrey Canal at Deptford. 
 

2.6.10 The canal closed in 1836 and was swiftly replaced by the London and 
Croydon railway (an atmospheric and steam-powered railway), opened 
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in 1839, which used much of its route followed by the London and 
Brighton in 1841 and the South Eastern in 1842. 
 

2.6.11 The arrival of the railways together with other communication advances 
during the 19th century led to a rapid increase in population. In 1851 
the census records the population of Croydon as 20,343. By 1931, it 
was 233,032. Initially the new residents of Croydon were prosperous 
merchants, clerks and tradesmen as well as domestic servants and 
former agricultural workers from the Downs. Buildings spread along the 
valleys to the south of the town continuing up the slope of the downs 
and northwards towards London. Construction was accelerated by the 
development of tram and motor bus routes. This rapid expansion of the 
town led to considerable health problems, especially in the damp and 
overcrowded working class district of Old Town. In response to this, in 
1849 Croydon became one of the first towns in the country to acquire a 
Local Board of Health. The Board constructed public health 
infrastructure including a reservoir, water supply network, sewers, a 
pumping station and sewage disposal works. 
 

2.6.12 On Roque's Map of Surrey, dated 1768, the Site lies within fields to the 
east of the Haling Park estate. The fields lie between two north to south 
aligned roads which today form Brighton Road to the west of the Site, 
and Selsdon Road to the east. There are features in the west of the 
field, along what is now Brighton Road, which might be buildings or 
other features. The map is not of a sufficiently detailed scale to 
determine which. 

 
2.6.13 The enclosure map of 1800 also records that the Site lay in fields 

between the two north to south aligned roads, although the various 
fields are shown in more detail and with a higher degree of accuracy 
than Rocque's map. A group of rectangular plots, which might have 
contained structures are shown to the west of the Site area. These 
plots do not appear to extend into the Site area. The Site appears to lie 
on the boundary of between land owned by Lady Blunt, and land 
owned by Page and Matthews. 

 
2.6.14 The 1844 Tithe map shows there has been further development along 

the roads around the Site, although the Site itself remains undeveloped 
at this stage. To the north-west of the Site, between plots 1360a and 
1361, is an undeveloped narrow strip of land which now forms the 
western end of Drovers Road. 

 
2.6.15 The 1869-1882 Ordnance Survey mapping records that the pace of 

development in the area has increased and the Site now lies within the 
southern extent of Croydon cattle market, in an area of outside holding 
pens. Drovers Road has been extended and bounds the northern side 
of the cattle market. The key roads to the west and east remain as on 
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the earlier maps. To its south is a large open space, on the other side 
of which runs the newly constructed Upland Road. 

 
2.6.16 The 1896 Ordnance Survey map records the Site as unchanged in the 

cattle market. The surrounding roads also remain largely unchanged 
although a nursery is now recorded to the south of the Site, off Uplands 
Road. The general surrounding area is characterised by residential 
development in the form of terraced houses. 

 
2.6.17 The 1913 Ordnance Survey map shows the nursery to the south of the 

Site has been redeveloped as terraced housing although these plots do 
not extend to the southern Site boundary leaving an area of open 
space. 

 
2.6.18 The 1935 Ordnance Survey map records the Site and surrounding area 

remains largely unchanged, and although the market is still recorded, 
the cattle pens are not illustrated. The 1955 Ordnance Survey map 
records that the Site has been redeveloped. The three blocks of 
Drovers Road flats, which survive to the present day, have been 
constructed around the Site. A long narrow structure, occupies the 
southern edge of the Site, and the grassed courtyard area appears to 
extend as far as this building. This remains unchanged until the OS 
map of 1971-2 which records that the grassed area has been truncated 
to its current position, to the north of the Site. Later OS mapping shows 
no significant changes in the overall layout of the area although the 
narrow structure at the southern edge of the Site was removed 
between 1991 and 1994. 

 
2.7 Modern 
2.7.1 The Site is located on the site of Croydon Livestock Market (not 

recorded by the HER). The market opened in 1848 and could deal with 
1300 sheep, 200 calves and 300 pigs a week. It closed in 1935. 
Cartographic evidence indicates the site is located in the area to the 
south of the main buildings on an area of holding pens. 
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3.0 Research aims and objectives 
 
3.1 The general aims of the evaluation are: 

 
 To define, insofar as possible, the date, character, form and function of 

any archaeological features observed on site.  
 

 To establish the presence or absence of archaeological remains within 
the footprint of the proposed development and to preserve by record 
any such remains 

 
 To determine the survival, extent and minimum depth below modern 

ground level of any such remains 
 

 To determine the nature and significance of any archaeological 
deposits  

 
3.2 The site-specific aims of the evaluation are: 
 

 Is there any Prehistoric evidence on the site? 
 Is there any evidence of the London to Brighton Roman road on the 

site? 
 Is there any evidence of Roman roadside activity on the site? 
 Is there any evidence of the 19th century Croydon cattle market? 

 
3.3 Specific relevant research aims highlighted by the research framework 

for London Archaeology (Museum of London, 2002) are: 
 

P4 Para 1: Elucidating the nature of the Mesolithic to Neolithic 
transition 
 
R1 Para 6: Understanding how the relationship between hinterland and 
territorium of Londinium operated. 
 
R3 Para 3: Elucidating the relationship of the central core to nucleated 
settlements and villas, or agricultural settlements; did people gradually 
drift into the roadside settlements and the city itself? 

 
L2 Para 2: Understanding how the proximity of the metropolis, the 
largest urban conurbation in Britain, affected the lives of people living 
and working in the immediate surrounding area 
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4.0 Method 
 
4.1 A Risk Assessment and Method Statement (RAMS) will be prepared 

prior to commencement of the work. 
 
4.2 A site code will be obtained from the London Archaeological Archive 

and Research Centre (LAARC) and will be used as the unique site 
identifier for all records. 
 

4.3 Three archaeological trial trenches will be excavated, two measuring 
20m x 1.80m each, and one measuring 10m x 1.8m, as set out in 
Figures 2 & 3. The trenches have been located outside the impacts of 
the existing buildings, and taking into the proposed development plan 
and known service information. Contingency has been allowed for an 
additional trench or extensions to the proposed trenches. 
 

4.4 Where trenches exceed 1.20m depth (or shallower if the sides are 
unstable) they will be stepped for safe access. Minor changes to trench 
locations may need to be made due to unforeseen site constraints. Any 
such variation will be reviewed and agreed by the Client and GLAAS 
prior to excavation.  
 

4.5 Before excavation begins the Client will provide information regarding 
the presence of any below/above ground services, and the evaluation 
trench locations will be scanned before and during excavation with a 
Cable Avoidance Tool (CAT) in order to verify the absence of any live 
underground services. 
 

4.6 Material from the trenches will be replaced in the order it is excavated 
but no reinstatement or surface treatment will be undertaken. 
 

4.7 Excavation will be carried out using a mechanical excavator fitted with 
a 1.8m wide flat-bladed ditching bucket. The trenches will be excavated 
through undifferentiated topsoil and modern made ground in spits of no 
more than 0.25m until archaeological deposits are encountered or the 
top of the underlying natural sediments reached. Care will be taken that 
archaeological deposits are not damaged due to over machining. All 
machining will stop if significant archaeological deposits are 
encountered.  
 

4.8 Any exposed archaeological features/deposits will then be cleaned by 
hand and recorded in plan and section.  
 

4.9 Trenches completed to the satisfaction of the GLAAS Advisor will be 
backfilled using the excavated material in the approximate stratigraphic 
sequence in which they were excavated. No other reinstatement or 
surface treatment will be undertaken. 
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4.10 In the event that complex or deeply stratified remains are encountered 

the Client, GLAAS and ASE project management will be notified 
immediately and a site meeting convened to agree a suitable strategy. 
 

4.11 All excavated archaeological features; layers and/or deposits will be 
planned, photographed and recorded utilising the assigned Museum of 
London site code. All excavated contexts; structures, features and 
deposits will be drawn on plastic film at a scale of 1:20. Where 
appropriate additional plans at a scale of 1:10 will be made of specific 
features such as human inhumation or cremation burials. Sections of 
all excavated archaeological contexts will generally be drawn at a scale 
of 1:10, and where appropriate at a larger scale of 1:20. All site 
drawings will be digitised. 
 

4.12 The strategy for sampling archaeological and environmental deposits 
and structures (which can include soils, timbers, animal bone and 
human burials) will be developed in consultation with the Historic 
England Regional Science Advisor, and with reference to English 
Heritage 2011 Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory and 
practice of methods from sampling and recovery to post excavation 
(second edition). Bulk samples for the retrieval of wood charcoal, plant 
remains, small bones, small finds, snail deposits etc. will be taken as 
required and other scientific dating techniques considered where 
appropriate. It is anticipated that bulk soil samples will be collected 
from suitable excavated contexts, including datable buried soils, well-
sealed slowly silting features, sealed hearths, sealed features 
containing evident carbonised remains, peats and water-logged 
deposits. It is anticipated that soil samples will be 40 litres where 
possible, or 100% of the context if smaller. 
 

4.13 In the event that human remains are encountered they will be planned 
and cleaned sufficient to determine alignment and if possible date. No 
human remains will be lifted at evaluation stage unless they would be 
demonstrably be damaged or at risk by being left in situ, and in that 
eventuality only with a licence from the Ministry of Justice and the 
agreement of GLAAS. 
 

4.14 A metal detector will be used on the site to check all archaeological 
horizons, fills and spoil heaps.  
 

4.15 A full digital photographic record will be made of all archaeological 
features. All photographs, except working shots, will include a board 
that will detail: the site code, date and context number, a scale and a 
north arrow.  
 

4.16 All archaeological remains will be levelled to Ordnance Datum using an 
OS bench mark. All archaeological features and deposits will be 
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recorded using the standard context record sheets used by the UCL 
Field Archaeology Unit. Soil colours are recorded using visual 
inspection and not by reference to the Munsell Colour chart. 
 

4.17 An ongoing site matrix will be compiled during the fieldwork stage, 
which will be fully phased during the subsequent post excavation stage. 

 
5.0 Processing and identification of material recovered from 

excavation 
 
5.1 The finds retrieval policies of the LAARC will be adopted. All pottery, 

bone and worked flint recovered from the excavations will be washed 
and marked with the appropriate LAARC site code to identify the site 
and context. Most ceramic and other building material and burnt flint 
will be identified, counted, weighed and discarded. Samples will be 
retained as appropriate. Finds will be bagged in polythene bags 
according to type and context. 
 

5.2 Any unstratified finds from topsoil or other deposits will be collected and 
recorded in the same way as all other archaeological finds. 
 

5.3 Bulk samples collected from site will be processed using tank flotation 
unless considered detrimental to the samples or recovery rate (such as 
for waterlogged samples). Bulk samples will target recovery of plant 
remains (charcoal and macrobotanicals), fish, bird, small mammal and 
amphibian bone, and small artefacts. Waterlogged samples will be wet 
sieved through nested sieves and stored in wet, cool conditions or 
dried if considered an appropriate form of conservation for the remains. 
As a general rule, waterlogged wood specimens will be recorded in 
detail in their original location. If removed they will be cleaned, 
photographed and a thin section sample will be taken for identification. 
Specimens will either be stored in wet cool conditions or dried if 
considered appropriate for the material. In all instances deposits with 
clear intrusive material shall be avoided. 
 

5.4 All finds will be cleaned, labelled, sorted and analysed in accordance 
with the practices and standards outlined in the United Kingdom 
Institute for Conservation’s Conservation Guidelines No.2: Guidelines 
for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage.  
 

5.5 Adequate arrangements will be made for the conservation of artefacts 
where appropriate in consultation and with the agreement of the 
recipient museum, in this case the London Archaeological Archive and 
Research Centre (LAARC). All finds in an unstable condition will be 
stabilised using passive conservation techniques where appropriate 
before being deposited. 
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5.6 The provisions of the Treasure Act of 1996, amended 2003 will be 
observed. Should finds of precious metals such as gold and silver and 
other finds as defined under the Act be made, they will be reported to 
the client with a view to deposition with the Coroner’s local 
Archaeological Advisor.  
 

5.7 The site archive comprising paper, photographic and drawn records as 
well as finds will be kept in a secure location at all stages of the project. 
 

5.8 The lithic and ceramic finds will be identified by specialists within ASE 
or external specialists, where necessary and preliminary identification 
of faunal remains may be undertaken if the nature of the deposits 
justifies such study. 
 

5.9 The following specialists will be used if necessary and where 
appropriate: 

 
Prehistoric and Roman pottery Louise Rayner & Anna Doherty (ASE)  
Post-Roman pottery  Luke Barber (external: Sussex, Kent, 

Hampshire and London)  
Post-Roman pottery (Essex) Helen Walker (external: Essex) 
CBM Isa Benedetti-Whitton (ASE) 
Fired Clay Elke Raemen & Trista Clifford (ASE)  
Clay Tobacco Pipe Elke Raemen (ASE)  
Glass Elke Raemen (ASE)  
Slag Luke Barber (external); Trista Clifford 

(ASE) 
Metalwork Trista Clifford (ASE)  
Worked Flint Karine Le Hégarat, Dr Ed Blinkhorn, 

Dr Matt Pope (ASE) 
Geological material and worked stone Luke Barber (external)  
Human bone incl cremated bone Lucy Sibun & Dr Paola Ponce (ASE)  
Animal bone incl fish Hayley Forsyth (ASE)  
Marine shell Elke Raemen (ASE); David Dunkin 

(external) 
Registered Finds Elke Raemen & Trista Clifford (ASE)  
Coins Trista Clifford (ASE)  
Treasure administration Trista Clifford (ASE)  
Conservation Dr Elena Baldi (ASE) 
 
Geoarchaeology (incl wetland environments) Dr Matt Pope, Dr Ed 

Blinkhorn, Kristina Krawiec (ASE)  
 
Macro-plant remains Dr Lucy Allott & Angela Vitolo (ASE)  
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Charcoal & Waterlogged wood Dr Lucy Allott & Angela Vitolo (ASE)  
 
Other external specialists (regional, environmental, and scientific dating) are 
used dependent on needs of particular projects; details can be provided as 
required. 
 
6.0 Reporting 
 
6.1 In the event that no significant archaeological remains are encountered 

an evaluation report will be prepared within four weeks of completion of 
the site works. 

 
6.2 In the event that significant archaeological remains are encountered a 

brief summary report with feature plan will be provided to GLAAS within 
3 weeks of the complete cessation of all on-site investigation if 
required. Following that a full Evaluation Report will be submitted within 
a further three weeks. 

 
6.3 All hand-collected, bulk finds (pottery, bone, stone, worked flint, 

building material) will be washed, dried and bagged by material and 
context. The pottery will be marked with site code and context number. 
All bulk finds will be counted and weighed and quantification presented 
on a context by context basis for each material group. Ceramic building 
material and burnt flint may be discarded after recording and 
quantification in line with the Guidelines of the Society of Museum 
Archaeologists (1993). Samples will be retained as appropriate.  

 
6.4 All registered finds (coins, individual objects etc.) will be washed, dried 

and packaged as appropriate. Requirements for remedial conservation 
will be ascertained and carried out in order to stabilise objects. Site 
specific numbers will be assigned to each registered find for 
identification purposes. 

 
6.5 All retained environmental samples will be processed by experienced 

and qualified staff and recorded using pro-forma recording sheets. Bulk 
samples from dry (non-waterlogged) deposits will be processed using 
flotation. As a minimum, 50% of each sample will be processed. The 
flots and residues from these samples will be retained, dried and sorted 
for environmental and archaeological remains. Samples from 
waterlogged deposits will be wet sieved through nested sieves and 
stored in anaerobic, wet, cool conditions or dried if considered an 
appropriate form of conservation. Column samples and samples 
extracted for analysis of insects or parasites for example will be sent to 
an appropriate specialist for assessment. Waterlogged wood 
specimens will be recorded, sampled for identification and stored in 
wet, cool conditions. All will be assessed and retained as appropriate. 
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6.6 A draft copy of the report will be sent to the GLAAS Archaeological 
Officer in the first instance for their comments and approval. Once the 
report has been accepted further copies and one electronic copy in 
PDF format will be sent to LAARC and the client as appropriate.  

 
6.7 A copy of the report will be supplied to the GLHER on the 

understanding that it will become a public document after an 
appropriate period of time not exceeding six months.  

 
6.8 Along with the report the GLHER will be provided with CAD files (.dwg 

format) showing: 
 

 Site outline 
 Trench/test pit locations 

 
These files will include the site code and scale, and will meet the 
accuracy of recording as set out in Section 4.5.3 of GLAAS Paper 4: 
Reporting, dissemination and publication (GLAAS, 2015). 

 
6.9 An Online Access to the Index of Archaeological Investigations 

(OASIS) form will be completed at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ 
following the completion of the Assessment report and included as an 
appendix. 

 
7.0 Preparation and deposition of the finds and archive 
 
7.1 Permission will be sought from the landowner to deposit the finds and 

paper archive in an appropriate local museum, in this case the LAARC. 
All necessary arrangements will be made and all procedures and 
requirements for the acceptance of finds and archive by the LAARC will 
be followed prior to their deposition. The site archive will be quantified, 
indexed and cross-referenced and checked prior to deposition. 

 
7.2 The full site archive (including finds) will be prepared in accordance 

with the LAARC guidelines General Standards for the Preparation of 
Archaeological Archives Deposited with the Museum of London 
(Museum of London, 1999).  

 
8.0 Project Management 
 
8.1 This project will be managed by Andy Leonard (fieldwork) and Jim 

Stevenson (post-excavation). 
 
9.0 Monitoring 
 
9.1 The start date for the fieldwork will be communicated to GLAAS when 

known. Provision will be made at all stages of the project for the Client 
and GLAAS to monitor progress and standards. Adequate provision will 
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be made available by ASE for the GLAAS Archaeological Advisor to 
make site monitoring visits at agreed and specified times. 

 
10.0 Health and Safety 
 
10.1 A risk assessment for the project will be prepared prior to the 

commencement of work. All relevant health and safety regulations will 
be adhered to. 

 
11.0 Insurance 
 
11.1 Archaeology South-East is insured against claims for:  employer’s 

liability to the value of £50,000,000; public liability to the value of 
£50,000,000 any one occurrence and in the aggregate for products 
liability, with an extension for no fault compensation up to £50,000,000 
in the aggregate; professional indemnity to the value of £15,000,000 
any one occurrence. 



Archaeology South-East                                                     Written Scheme of Investigation 
Land south of nos. 25-39 Drovers Road, LB Croydon 

 

© Archaeology South-East 
18 
 

References 
 
Arcadis, 2016, Brick by Brick (Croydon) Ltd., Land South of Nos. 25-39 

Drovers Road – Archaeology Desk Based Assessment 
 
Archaeology South-East, 2007 Post-Excavation Manual 1: Finds and 

Environmental Deposition and Processing Guidelines 
 
BGS 2017, Geology of Britain Viewer, 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html 
[Accessed 17.7.2017] 

 
CIfA,  2014a  Standard  and  Guidance  for  the  collection,  documentation, 

conservation and research of archaeological materials  
  
CIfA, 2014b Standard and Guidance for archaeological field evaluation 

(revised). Chartered Institute for Archaeologists  
  
CIfA, 2014c Code of Conduct (revised). Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
 
Historic England, 1991 Management of Archaeological Projects 2 
 
Historic England, 2008 Management of Research Projects in the Historic 

Environment 
 
Historic England, 2011 Environmental Archaeology: A guide to the theory and 

practice of methods, from sampling and recovery to post-excavation  
 
Historic England 2015, Standards for Archaeological Work in Greater London 
 
Museum of London 2002. A Research Framework for London Archaeology. 
 
Society of Museum Archaeologists, 1993 Selection, Retention and Dispersal 

of Archaeological Collections, Guidelines for use in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland, (1st ed) 

 



53
20

00

53
25

00

53
30

00

53
35

00

163000

163500

164000

164500

165000

165500

Contains Ordnance Survey data
Crown copyright and database right 2015

N

Archaeology South-East©

Report No: WSI
Project Ref: 170602

Drawn by: APL

Drovers Road, Croydon
Fig. 1

Site locationJuly 2017

0 320m

The Site








