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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 Greengage Environmental Ltd was commissioned by Len House Ltd (Maidstone), part of 

Classicus Estates, to produce an Ecological Management Plan for supporting on the 

ecology condition discharge relating to a site known as Len House (Rootes, Maidstone) 

just off Mill Street in Maidstone, Kent.  

1.2 This report has been produced to partially discharge Condition 24 of the planning 

permission at the site, relating to the landscaping and ecological enhancements.  

1.3 Targeted ecological enhancements have been specified for Phase 1 of the site in light of 

baseline conditions, contemporary best practice, local conservation targets (such as 

Biodiversity Action Plan priorities), relevant planning policy, and proposed development 

details. Enhancements have been incorporated into the landscaping proposals and will 

seek to create habitat suitable for supporting rare, protected and notable ecological 

receptors, ensuring net gains in biodiversity value. 

1.4 Ecological enhancement measures outlined in this document include: 

• Providing wildlife friendly planting throughout the site in the form of soft 

landscaping; 

• Providing habitat structure and focused enhancements for notable invertebrate 

species; and 

• Providing aquatic enhancement features in the river Len.  

1.5 Greengage will be present to oversee the placement and installation of the key ecological 

enhancement actions described in this report. If this is to change the Local Planning 

Authority will be notified.  

1.6 A framework for monitoring the success of these enhancement features, and for ensuring 

their continued maintenance is also detailed within.  

1.7 The prescribed interventions overall seek to deliver measurable biodiversity net gains at 

the site. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Greengage was commissioned by Len House Ltd (Maidstone), part of Classicus Estates, 

to produce an Ecological Management Plan (hereafter ‘EMP’) for supporting on the 

ecology condition discharge relating to a site known as Len House (herein ‘the site’) just 

off Mill Street in Maidstone, Kent.  

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

2.2 This document aims to collate the site wide ecological enhancement actions and on-

going management regime for Phase 1 of the site into a single document. 

2.3 Enhancements are targeted at specific ecological receptors of note reflecting 

contemporary best practice and objectives of local conservation groups, Biodiversity 

Action Plans (BAPs) and planning policy.   

2.4 This document has been produced to partially address Condition 24 of the planning 

consent, which states: 

‘Within 6 months of the first commencement of works on site, a scheme for the 

enhancement of biodiversity on the site shall be submitted for approval by the Local 

Planning Authority. The scheme shall consist of a scheme for the enhancement of 

biodiversity within the Mill Pond and through integrated methods into the design and 

appearance of the buildings by means such as swift bricks, bat bricks and habitat for 

solitary bees. Details shall also include measures to minimise the impact of the proposed 

Boardwalk on the Mill Pond and its ecology. The development shall be implemented in 

accordance with the approved details and all features shall be retained thereafter.’ 

Reason: To protect and enhance the ecology and biodiversity on the site in the future. 

BACKGROUND 

Site Location & Description 

2.5 The survey area extends to approximately 1.379 hectares and is centred on National 

Grid Reference TQ760556, OS Co-ordinates (576035, 155610).  

2.6 The site is located off Mill Street in Maidstone town centre. It is currently occupied by 

one building, Len House, previously used as a commercial garage and car show room 

for Peugeot, alongside surrounding hardstanding used as car parking space. Vegetation 

on site is limited to small strips of introduced shrubs with scattered trees around the car 

park.  

2.7 The site is situated in a largely urban context in central Maidstone. The wider landscape 

is dominated by commercial and residential developments associated with the town 

centre. Notable greenspaces in the area include South Park ~1km to the south, 

Hardeep.Hunjan
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Whatman Park ~1km to the north, Mote Park ~1.3km to the east (connected to the site 

via the River Len), and Oakwood Park Complex ~1.3km to the west.  

2.8 A section of the River Len runs through the site to the south. At this point the river is 

culverted for ~380m to the east before being uncovered, at which point it is designated 

as a Local Nature Reserve as it enters Mote Park. It flows into the River Medway ~100m 

to the south west through a further culverted section. 

 Site Location 

 

Baseline Conditions 

2.9 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal was undertaken on 18th December 2019 (report ref: 

551363ogFeb20FV01_PEA). This survey identified the presence of the river Len, a BAP 

BAP Priority Habitat, on the site which is culverted for ~380m to the east before being 

uncovered and at which point it is designated as a Local Nature Reserve. 

2.10 The site was also identified as having potential to support the following notable and/or 

protected species: 

• Moderate potential to support foraging/commuting bats associated with the river 

corridor; 

• Low potential to support roosting bats within the Len House building on site; 

• High potential to support nesting birds within vegetation across the site; 

• Moderate potential to support commuting riparian mammals on site associated with 

the river corridor; and  

• Low to moderate potential to support notable fish.  

2.11 Subsequently, three bat emergence/re-entry surveys were undertaken in May and June 

2020 focusing on features on the northern elevation of the building which were identified 

as having potential to support roosting bats. These surveys confirmed the presence of 
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two bat roosts both characterised as transitional soprano pipistrelle day roosts located 

under lifted felt on the northern elevation of the roof of Len House.  

2.12 A Bat Low Impact Class Licence (BLICL) was obtained from Natural England (site 

registration form reference: 4535A) to allow for the inspection and strip out of the 

roosting features. 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

2.13 The proposed development seeks the redevelopment of Len House for mixed use 

purposes and the development of several residential buildings. Proposals also include 

opening of the culverted section of the river Len to the south east of the site. 

2.14 Phase 1 includes the refurbishment of Len House, resurfacing and landscaping to the 

south of the building and within and surrounding the river Len. 

ECOLOGIST COMPETENCIES  

2.15 Olivia Guindon has a Bachelor’s degree in Ecology and Wildlife Conservation (BSc Hons), 

a Master’s degree in Species Identification and Survey Skills and is a Qualifying member 

of CIEEM. Olivia has over three years’ experience in the commercial sector. 

2.16 Morgan Taylor has a bachelors and master’s degree in marine biology (MSci Hons), a 

Natural England CL17 Bat Survey Level 2 Class Licence (2015-7369-CLS-CLS) and CL10 

Dormouse Survey Licence (2017-30817-CLS-CLS). Morgan is a Chartered 

Environmentalist, Full member of CIEEM and has over 9 years’ experience in ecological 

surveying having undertaken assessments of numerous development sites of this type. 

He leads the Ecology team at Greengage. 

2.17 This report was written by Olivia Guindon and verified by Morgan Taylor who confirms 

in writing (see the QA sheet at the front of this report) that the report is in line with the 

following: 

• Represents sound industry practice; 

• Reports and recommends correctly, truthfully and objectively; 

• Is appropriate given the local site conditions and scope of works proposed; and 

• Avoids invalid, biased and exaggerated statements. 

BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLANS AND CONSERVATION AIMS 

2.18 In accordance with the aims and objectives of this document a review of the relevant 

biodiversity action plans and local conservation targets was undertaken. This review, 
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along with the result of the preliminary ecological appraisal, is then able to form the 

context for ecological enhancement at the site.  

2.19 UK Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) have been developed which set priorities for 

nationally important habitats and species. To support the BAPs, Species/Habitat 

Statements (otherwise known as Species/Habitat Action Plans) were produced that 

provide an overview of the status of the species and set out the broad policies that can 

be developed to conserve them. A list of priority species of conservation importance was 

also developed.  

2.20 The UK BAP was succeeded in 2012 by the UK-Post 2012 Biodiversity Framework which 

informed the creation of the Biodiversity 2020 strategy; England’s contribution towards 

the UK’s commitments under the United Nations Convention of Biological Diversity.  

2.21 Despite this, the UK BAP priority species lists and conservation objectives still remain 

valid through integration with local BAPs (which remain valid), and in the form of the 

Habitats and Species of Principle Importance list (as required under section 41 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act).  

2.22 The following UK BAP priority habitats were present at site or in the immediate vicinity: 

• Rivers 

2.23 Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) ensure that national action plans (the UK 

BAP/Biodiversity 2020) are translated into effective action at the local level, and 

establish targets and actions for locally characteristic species and habitats.  

Kent Biodiversity Action Plan  

2.24 This document set out the first steps taken in partnership to conserve, enhance and 

restore biodiversity in Kent, as well as contribute to the national targets of the UK BAP. 

This BAP sets out several objectives including: 

• Maintaining, and where possible increasing, the overall populations and natural 

ranges of native species and the quality and range of wildlife habitats and 

ecosystems; 

• Maintaining, and where possible increasing, internationally and nationally 

important and threatened species, habitats and ecosystems; 

• Maintaining, and where possible increasing, species, habitats and natural and 

managed ecosystems that are characteristic of Kent; 

• To increase public awareness of, and involvement in, conserving biodiversity; and 

• To identify priorities for habitat and species conservation in Kent and set realistic 

targets and timescales for these. 

2.25 Currently the document lists 28 key habitats which are of conservation importance to 

the county of Kent; the protection of these habitats consequently also enables protection 
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of species of interest in the County. As of 2009, there are also 345 UK BAP priority 

species recorded in Kent, of which a number have been listed as priority species within 

the County and subsequently species action plans have been devised. 

2.26 Relevant details of the Kent BAP with respect to the assessment site are as follows: 

• Serotine bat Species Action Plan (SAP);  

• Water vole SAP;  

• Otter SAP;  

• Urban Habitats Habitat Action Plan (HAP); and 

• Rivers & Streams HAP.  

Maidstone Biodiversity Action Plan 

2.27 A current Biodiversity Action Plan for Maidstone could not be located. However, the most 

recent iteration for 2009-2014 was reviewed. 

2.28 This document set out the strategy and action plan for biodiversity which allowed the 

council to be strategic in determining where to apply its own resources in delivery. The 

development of the Maidstone Biodiversity Project Plan was a leading and novel 

approach at local authority level, in that it clearly defined a program of projects that 

cover a range of work including research, monitoring, protocol development and capital 

one-off site projects. 

2.29 The Maidstone Local Biodiversity Action Plan aimed to deliver the following broad 

objectives: 

• To develop and consolidate a sound biological knowledge base; 

• To consistently translate national biodiversity targets into effective action at the 

local level; 

• To examine local biodiversity status and issues, and identify conservation targets 

for locally important habitats; 

• To develop sustainable local partnerships to help deliver programmes for 

biodiversity conservation, education and environmental stewardship; 

• To increase public awareness of, and participation in, conserving biodiversity locally; 

• To ensure that opportunities for biodiversity conservation and enhancement are 

identified and fully considered via all statutory and local processes and initiatives; 

and 

• To provide a basis for measuring and monitoring progress in biodiversity 

conservation at a local level, and contributing to national efforts.  
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2.30 Currently the LBAP does not contain specific Species Action Plans, however UK priority 

and protected species should be considered when implementing management practices 

for each habitat. Relevant features within the Maidstone BAP include: 

• Rivers Habitat Action Plan (HAP); and 

• Urban Green Space HAP 
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3.0 HABITAT STRATEGY 

3.1 There is significant scope to enhance the biodiversity value of terrestrial and aquatic 

ecology on the site.  

3.2 Gains in biodiversity will be achieved through the introduction of features within the built 

form and landscaping proposals, alongside actions within the long-term management 

regime for the site, targeting specific ecological receptors of note. 

3.3 Proposed landscaping plans can be found at Appendix 1.  

3.4 The creation of specific habitats and attraction of notable and protected ecological 

receptors will complement policy targets for the area, follow best practice1, and reflect 

targets of the UK, regional and local BAPs.  

3.5 Specifically, the proposals will seek to enhance the on-site habitat for the following 

species: 

• Foraging and commuting bats (UK and Kent priority species’); and 

• Invertebrates (including targeted Lepidoptera species through the inclusion of 

larval and nectar plants and solitary bees and wasps through provision of 

burrowing habitat).  

3.6 The following enhancements are to be included at the site: 

• Wildlife friendly landscaping; 

• Provision of invertebrate enhancement features– including bug hotels within the 

ground floor landscaping on site;  

• Aquatic enhancements within the river Len; and 

• Wildlife sensitive management. 

3.7 An ecologist will be present to oversee the installation of ecological enhancement 

features as per this plan to ensure that final locations are suitable. 

WILDLIFE FRIENDLY LANDSCAPING 

3.8 Areas of wildlife friendly landscaping are to be included across the site. These areas will 

aim to provide an aesthetic and ecological benefit.  

3.9 The landscaping plan at Appendix 1 provides the species list and planting locations for 

the site. A mix of non-native ornamental and native wildlife friendly planting is to be 

included. This includes a selection of flowering, nectar rich herbaceous perennials and 

fruiting shrub species.  
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INVERTEBRATE HABITAT FEATURES 

3.10 The soft landscaping areas will include invertebrate habitat features, adding nesting and 

shelter opportunities to the forage resource.  

Bee posts 

3.11 Three ‘bee posts’ will be installed within the planting areas at ground floor as per the 

markup at Appendix 1. These will form unique pollinator habitat, which is of particular 

value for solitary bee species. These will be installed in sunny south facing locations 

amongst areas of planting to provide a nearby pollen source for the bees. The entrance 

holes should be unobstructed.   

3.12 Bee posts can be bought off the shelf as products or simply made. 

 Example of bee post products2 (left) and handmade bee posts 

(right) 

 

AQUATIC ENHANCEMENTS 

3.13 The following Biomatrix Water Solutions products are presented as an example of 

suitable interventions. Please note Greengage does not endorse any specific products.  

Floating Islands 

3.14 Floating vegetated strips of emergent vegetation will be provided around the floating 

walkway just south of the Len House building and along the southern edge of the river 

Len (see Figure 1). They should take the form of pre planted floating coir pallets with a 
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diverse native aquatic species mix. Protective anti-grazing fencing can be installed 

around their perimeters to discourage heavy wildfowl grazing.  

3.15 Species of known value for wildlife as well as a range of species which will provide colour 

and structure year-round should be chosen.  

Table 3.1 Suitable species for the aquatic floating vegetation 

Common name 
Scientific name 

Water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides  

Marsh Marigold Caltha pulastrus  

Creeping Jenny Lssimachia nummalaria  

Speedwells Veronica spp.  

Sedges  Carex spp.  

Rough horsetail Equisetum hyemale  

Common reed Phragmites australis  

Rushes  Juncus spp.  

Common water plantain Ailisma Plantago  

Garden loosestrife Lysimachia vulgaris  

Bogbean Menyanthis trifoliata  

Mints  Mentha spp. 

Flowering rush Butums umbalatus 

Galingale Cyperus longus 

Meadowsweet  Filipenda ulmaria  

Ragged robin Lychnis flos-cuculi  

Yellow iris Iris pseduocoris  

Chives  Allium schoenoprasum  

Hemp-agrimony Eupatoraim cannabinum 

Reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea 

Common club-rush Scirpus lacustrus 

Lesser spearwort  Ranunculus flamella 
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 Example floating islands with species rich emergent planting 

(top) example single module with protective fencing (bottom). Image 

credits: Biomatrix Ltd  

 

 

Hanging fish wall habitats 

3.16 Hanging vertical fish wall habitat should be created below the floating islands. These will 

take the form of hanging planters beneath the floating island platforms. Half of the 
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planters will be enclosed in wire mesh to provide shelter opportunities for small fish, 

with hanging rope/brush and submerged gravel tray features also provided.  

 Visualisation of hanging fish wall showing enclosed wooden 

planters with hanging ropes and floating platform on which emergent 

vegetation can be planted 

 

Fish refuge 

3.17 The floating islands should also integrate fish habitat features which can easily be hung 

from beneath these platforms.  

Hanging rope 

3.18 Hanging rope features should be hung from beneath the tern rafts and floating islands.  

3.19 Rope should use natural fibres.  

Gravel trays  

3.20 Gravel trays can be hung from the floating ecosystems modules. These trays may 

provide opportunities for invertebrates and/or spawning fish.  

3.21 Emergent vegetation could also be considered for these submerged trays.  

3.22 The aquatic enhancements described in here will require ongoing management. Typically 

the provider responsible for installing the feature is best placed to deliver management. 

In the case of the Biomatrix floating vegetation systems the following management 

actions are recommended. 
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 Hanging rope features (left) and submerged gravel trays 

(right). Image credits: Biomatrix Ltd 

 

Maintenance and Monitoring 

Plant care 

3.23 Typically, selective spot trimming of annual plants in autumn, or spring once per year, 

using hand tools or strimmer, removing some plant material and re-incorporating some 

of the trimmed plan material into the planting lanes for 3D islands or laying down 

between plants on 2D islands, to maintain planting media structure. Generally removing 

as little plant material as possible.  

3.24 Removal of undesirable plants, as needed. Occasional spot planting of target desirable 

species.  

Floating Ecosystem Structure 

3.25 The floating ecosystems structure is robust and constructed from durable materials, to 

limit maintenance requirements.  As general good practice, it is useful from time to time 

to visually inspect the system for any wear and tear. It is good practice to have your 

installation inspected and monitored every 1-4 years, according to site conditions.  

Anchoring 

3.26 Anchor inspection typically involves the inspection of hardware where it connects to the 

islands, and anchor cable/anchor ropes / cables / guides and a general check of the 

overall anchoring system as would be carried out with a typical pontoon mooring system. 
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Monitoring 

3.27 All design features should be subject to monitoring as part of planning commitment 

compliance checks.  

3.28 Key aspects that monitoring should assess include: 

• Floral diversity and growth density; 

• Use of the features by foraging and nesting birds; 

• Use of platforms by terrestrial invertebrates; and 

• GoPro underwater assessment of submerged root structure and hanging features, 

and observations of aquatic invertebrates and fish on and around features. 

HORTICULTURAL BEST PRACTICE 

3.29 The landscaped areas will require maintenance once established. Detail on horticultural 

management will be provided as part of the landscape specification.  

3.30 The use of pesticides (herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and slug pellets) will be fully 

avoided.  

3.31 All plants will be sourced from UK nurseries and will be grown in peat free compost.  

Plant Care Principles 

3.32 Typically, selective spot trimming of annual plants in autumn, or spring once per year, 

using hand tools or strimmer, removing some plant material and re-incorporating some 

of the trimmed plan material into the substrate.  

3.33 Removal of undesirable plants, as needed, will take place.   

Litter removal 

3.34 In areas where windblown or washed down litter is present litter removal is suggested 

as needed to maintain a clean and natural ecosystem. 

Biosecurity 

3.35 Works should follow appropriate biosecurity protocols to avoid introduction of non-

native/invasive species into the river Len. This should involve sourcing of plants and 

materials from the UK and checking for the presence of potential high-risk species if 

products have been in other water bodies prior to introduction to the docks.  

3.36 Invasive species including but not limited to Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) or 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) should be removed following best practice 

guidance.  
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Plastics 

3.37 All products should avoid the use of plastic which may degrade to release microplastic 

particles.  

3.38 Plastic waste and debris should be collected when encountered with a general site check 

for plastic litter at least once every two months.   

WILDLIFE FRIENDLY LIGHTING  

3.39 Lighting has the potential to impact the foraging, commuting and roosting behaviour of 

bats3 as well as impact a wide range of bird and invertebrate species. It is important 

that the use of lighting is carefully considered to ensure impacts on wildlife is minimised.  

3.40 Lighting should follow guidance provided by the Institute of Lighting Professionals and 

Bat Conservation Trust4. This guidance, when combined with the habitat enhancements 

described within this report, will encourage bats to access the site for roosting, foraging 

and commuting. The implemented lighting design should include:  

• The use of low-UV warm-white LED bulbs with directional, downward facing and 

shielded lights which point away from the newly implemented green infrastructure 

(street trees and terrace garden). Lighting should only be directed where necessary 

for health and safety reasons e.g. along the pedestrian walkway;  

• The external lights should be subject to curfew controls where possible with lights 

on movement sensors to reduce light pollution when not needed;  

• Trees in particular should remain unlit particularly trees which have bat or bird 

boxes them particularly between April and October, inclusive; and  

• Light spill onto the vertical plane through windows should be minimised through the 

use of baffles, hoods, louvres or a window glaze.   
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4.0 MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING 

4.1 This section provides an overview of the relevant management and monitoring features 

of the ecological enhancements at the site.  

4.2 The Ecological Management Plan will follow a clearly defined 5-year timetable in the first 

instance that will be used as a reference point for site maintenance, monitoring and any 

future planting and enhancement works that may be necessary. 

4.3 Habitats are dynamic, and the species composition is anticipated to change over time, 

due to plant selection resulting from the prevailing climatic conditions, natural 

colonisation, and succession. As a result, some of the actions within the first 5 years will 

be dependent upon rate of growth or success of initial planting/sowing and 

enhancements. In general, where measures have not been stated it is due to a non-

intervention policy once the features have been established. 

4.4 This Plan will also be iterative in the medium to long-term, adapting in a staged process 

to the changing roof composition and in response to the feedback from monitoring 

exercises. Suggestions can be made to alter the enhancement measures or supplement 

the planting regime as necessary. Primarily, the Ecological Management Plan will include 

actions to maintain the ecological objectives for the habitat strategy, which are: 

• Optimise biodiversity measured by the range of wildlife benefiting plant species, 

lichens, mosses and fungi, and invertebrate and bird species using the 

landscaped areas and enhancement features; 

• Encourage invertebrates through diverse range of floral species and suitable 

invertebrate niche habitats; 

• Encourage species highlighted in the UK and Kent BAP and Red Data Book such 

as the swift, the house sparrow and the brown-banded carder bee.  

4.5 A Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE) will undertake the monitoring programme, by 

observing any natural colonisation on the living roof and planting areas, the success of 

the seed mix and plug planting and use of the roof by birds and invertebrates as key 

biodiversity indicators.  

4.6 At or just after Practical Completion of the site, an ecologist will inspect the ecological 

enhancements implemented as a result of the recommendations in this strategy.  

4.7 The success of the wildlife planting and utilisation of the ecological features (including 

the terrestrial invertebrate features) should be monitored. The monitoring for bats and 

birds, in particular, should occur annually for the first 3 years and is recommended 

biennially thereafter. Monitoring should focus on the priority receptors outlined in this 

report, with success measured through increased abundance and diversity of these 

species/habitats.  

4.8 Indicators of success should include:  
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• The effective establishment of a wide variety of plant species;  

• Evidence of invertebrates inhabiting the ecological features;  

• Evidence of bird activity such as target species foraging within the planting; and  

• Signs that bats are and foraging across the landscaped areas.  

4.9 After the initial 3 years of establishment and annual surveys, we highly recommend that 

biennial site surveys over the following 10 years are undertaken to monitor the 

effectiveness of the ecological enhancement and amend the Ecological Management Plan 

accordingly.   

4.10 Table 4.1 summarises management actions for the first 5 years.  

Table 4.1 Table Showing Key Stages of the 5 Year Management Plan 
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Year after completion 

and season Habitat Management Plan 

Upon project completion 

Monitoring Actions 

• Post-Construction Review (PCR) 

• Confirm installation of bee posts 

• Confirm compliance of landscape enhancements including soft 

landscaping and aquatic enhancements  

Reporting Procedure 

• Post-construction review report 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• As required by PCR report  

Years 1-3 Spring/Summer 

Monitoring Actions 

• Annual monitoring programme to commence between May and 

August 

• Single remote bat activity monitoring period of river corridor  

• Inspection of invertebrate features including bee posts 

• Full botanical inventory of soft landscaping and floating islands 

Reporting Procedure 

• Annual monitoring programme report produced 

• Assessment of the effectiveness and validity of monitoring 

programme 

• DEFRA Biodiversity Metric used to calculate actual change in 

ecological value 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• As identified by annual report 

• Litter removal 

• Re-seeding/plug-planting of soft landscaping (as required) 

• Removal of undesirable plant species prior to setting seed 

Years 1-3 Autumn/Winter 

Monitoring Actions 

• None 

Reporting Procedure 

• Submission of all biological records obtained to Kent and Medway 

Biological Record Centre (KMBRC) 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• Litter removal 

• Pruning of shrubs within islet as required  

Monitoring Actions 
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Year 4 

• Single site walkover conducted by ecologist to check enhancement 

features remain intact 

Reporting Procedure 

• Production of a file note confirming findings 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• Removal of invasive species/unwanted weeds prior to setting seed 

• Litter removal 

• Re-seeding/plug-planting of soft landscaping (as required) 

Year 5, 7 and 10 

Spring/Summer 

Monitoring Actions 

• Biennial monitoring programme to commence between May and 

August 

• Single remote bat activity monitoring period of river corridor 

• Inspection of invertebrate features including bee posts 

• Full botanical inventory of soft landscaping areas including floating 

islands 

Reporting Procedure 

• Biennial monitoring programme report produced 

• Assessment of the requirement for continued monitoring 

• DEFRA Biodiversity Metric used to calculate actual change in 

ecological value 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• As identified by annual report 

• Litter removal 

• Re-seeding/plug-planting of soft landscaping (as required) 

• Removal of undesirable plant species prior to setting seed 

Year 5, 7 and 10 

Autumn/Winter 

Monitoring Actions 

• None 

Reporting Procedure 

• Submission of all biological records obtained to Kent and Medway 

Biological Record Centre (KMBRC) 

Remedial Actions/Management Interventions 

• Litter removal 

 

4.11 Table 4.1 outlines the necessary responsibilities and key objectives for the next 10 years. 

Should the Management Plan need to be extended beyond 10 years, it will be done so 

in appropriate stages, considered to be 10 – 15 and up to 25 years. Hence, the 

Management Plan is iterative and feedback from the monitoring exercises will inform 
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and develop the Plan, which will be amended and updated accordingly to maintain the 

objectives.  
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5.0 SUMMARY & CONCLUSION 

5.1 Greengage Environmental Ltd were commissioned by Len House Ltd (Maidstone), part 

of Classicus Estates, to produce an Ecological Management Plan (hereafter ‘EMP’) for 

supporting on the ecology condition discharge relating to a site known as Len House 

(herein ‘the site’) just off Mill Street in Maidstone, Kent.  

5.2 This document has been produced to partially discharge Condition 24 of the planning 

permission at the site. 

5.3 Targeted ecological enhancements have been specified in light of baseline conditions, 

contemporary best practice, local conservation targets (such as Biodiversity Action Plan 

priorities), relevant planning policy, and proposed development details. Enhancements 

have been incorporated into the landscaping proposals and will seek to create habitat 

suitable for supporting rare, protected and notable ecological receptors, ensuring net 

gains in biodiversity value. 

5.4 Enhancements for the site include wildlife friendly planting, invertebrate enhancements 

features, aquatic enhancements and on-going wildlife sensitive management. 

5.5 Greengage will be present to oversee the placement and installation of the key ecological 

enhancement actions described in this report. If this is to change the Local Planning 

Authority will be notified.  

5.6 Provision for on-going management and monitoring is described.  
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FIGURE 1 PHASE 1 LANDSCAPING PLAN 
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